Save the date: January 20-25, 2027
Hainan, China
Invitation to the

International Congress on Grasslands Agriculture

Integration of grasslands and societal needs
through ‘sustainable and ethical intensification

Together with the grazing ruminants and other
livestock that inhabit them, grasslands, have not
only shaped human civilization but also enriched
landscapes, sustained biodiversity, and nurtured
cultures and economies across the globe. These
living systems form the foundation of industries that
transform forage and livestock into food, fibre, and
other products, generating value chains that
sustain rural livelihoods and drive global
economies. By linking ecological processes with
secondary production and industry innovation,
grassland agriculture stands at the heart of our
relationship with nature, our food systems, and the

prosperity of farming communities.

Grassland agriculture is often understood as the science or practice of farming,
including the management of natural grasslands or cultivated forages for animals to
provide food, fibre, and other essential products. Yet, grassland agriculture is more than
that. It extends beyond its practicalities and the science of food production,
encompassing societal, ethical, and environmental dimensions. Equally, itis
inseparably linked with agricultural industries whose innovations, processing, and
market pathways transform the products of grasslands into livelihoods and
opportunities. Agricultural research on grasslands fuels these industries, enabling them
to expand sustainably, generate value, and return tangible benefits to farmers and rural
communities. The intimate connection between science and industry thus not only
drives profitability and resilience but also underpins the social fabric of those whose
lives and cultures are tied to grassland landscapes.

We are pleased to invite you to the Inaugural International Congress on Grasslands
Agriculture, a unique gathering of scientists, practitioners, industry leaders,
policymakers, and communities. This congress and its integrated workshops will
provide a platform for dialogue on how grassland agriculture can respond to the



demands of society, industry, and Indigenous knowledge systems. Together, we will
explore pathways for advancing food systems that remain deeply rooted in ecological
integrity, economic vitality, and social responsibility.

At the heart of our program lies a conversation about ethics and sustainable
intensification. How do we balance the growing need for productivity with the moral
imperative to protect ecosystems and honor cultural values? How do we design
agricultural systems that are fair, resilient, and regenerative? By engaging with these
questions, the congress aims to co-create a roadmap for grassland agriculture that not
only sustains food and fibre production, but also fosters biodiversity, climate resilience,
and the flourishing of future generations.

Why Hainan Island?

Hainan Island, often called the “Hawaii
of China,” is a tropical paradise known
for its pristine beaches, lush
rainforests, and year-round warm
climate. Visitors are drawn to its unique
blend of natural beauty, vibrant local
culture, and wellness-focused
experiences—from exploring traditional
Li and Miao villages to relaxingin
natural hot springs. With world-class
resorts, fresh tropical cuisine, and opportunities for adventure such as hiking in Yanoda
Rainforest or diving in Sanya’s coral reefs, Hainan offers both relaxation and discovery in
a truly unique setting.

Beyond its coastal attractions,
Hainan is also home to rich
grasslands that support diverse
forms of tropical agriculture.
Grazing cattle, buffalo, and goats
contribute to a vibrant farming
culture that intertwines with local
livelihoods and traditions. These
grasslands are not only central to
food production and rural




development but also showcase how sustainable grassland management can balance
agricultural needs with ecological preservation. Visitors interested in rural landscapes
and farming practices can experience an authentic side of the island that highlights its
deep connection between people, animals, and land.
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Sessions and structures
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